
  

Peter Williams spent over 30 years in the Coldstream Guards and enjoyed an unusually varied 

career. As an Infantryman he carried out ceremonial duties in London, spent two years with Baluchi 

soldiers in the mountains of Oman, served twice in Northern Ireland and 
commanded 1st Battalion Coldstream Guards in Germany. In the early 1990s he wrote speeches for 

the Supreme Allied Commander Europe, an American general. During the Cold War he specialized in 

intelligence, serving first in Berlin from 1973 to 1975 as a Regimental Intelligence Officer. He then 

studied Russian and German before spending more than four years in the 1980s in Berlin and East 

Germany as an officer in the British Commanders'-in-Chief Mission to the Group of Soviet Forces in 

Germany (known as BRIXMIS), in effect working as a military spy. In 1983 he was awarded an MBE 

for his success as an intelligence collector and analyst. 

He is the Chairman of the BRIXMIS Association, a member of the International Guild of Battlefield 

Guides, the Patron of the British Ex-Services Association of Western Australia and a Governor of 

Rendcomb College near Cirencester. From 2008 until 2013 he was the editor of The Guards 

Magazine, the in-house journal of the British Army's Household Division (Household Cavalry and Foot 

Guards). He also helps to train British military diplomats. 
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